
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
June 2010 ISSUE 5 

Dear Parents and Students, 
 

The achievements of our students in so many different areas continue to give us all pleasure and a sense 
of satisfaction.  It was great to see the girls practising so hard and working together to achieve a very 
well-deserved 2nd Place in Stage Challenge and to be able to commend all the girls in Years 11, 12 and 
13 on their very successful Formals and excellent conduct.  It is also very nice to be able to pass back 
favourable comments, and these have been made by DJs, security guards, catering and supervisory staff 
at both Larnach Castle and Otago Museum.  I add my own personal thanks to the girls for their co-
operation and responsible behaviour and appreciation of how beautifully presented they all were. 
 

Hockey Youth Olympics in Singapore 
 
Samara Dalziel in 
Year 11 is one of 
Hockey New 
Zealandôs sixteen 
rising stars chosen 
for the Youth 
Olympics in 
Singapore in 
August to compete 
in the New Zealand 
Junior Hockey 
Team. She is the 
only player south of 
Christchurch to 
make this team. At 
15 years of age, 
Samara is the 
youngest New 
Zealand player in 
the team. 
 

 
Samara Dalziel (left of picture) 

Samara is a key member of the Columba College 1st XI and has represented Otago at U16 level, is in 
her second season of Premier Club Hockey in Dunedin and was the youngest member of the 
Southern Womenôs National League Team in 2009.  Samara was also the youngest player at the 
National Tournament having just turned 15.  In 2010 she will represent Otago U18 at the coming New 
Zealand Tournament in July.  She is a talented and gifted striker who has speed, vision and skills well 
above her age level. She is an inspiration to her team members and has scored some amazing goals 
in the school competition and at representative level.  I believe Samara has a big future and the Youth 
Olympics will give her the opportunity to foot it with the best.  Her campaign to represent New Zealand 
started with a training camp in Auckland along with the Junior Black Sticks. 
 

The Youth Olympic Games are a special event that will include élite competition balanced with cultural 
and educational opportunities.  This event will bring together 3,600 athletes from 26 sporting codes. 
 

We wish Samara well for this coming event and are very proud of her achievement.  
 

Shona Harvey, Columba College 1st XI Coach 



 

Southern Sinfonia Concert in the Town Hall 
 

 
Modi Deng at the piano in the drawing-room of Bishopscourt 

 
Modi Deng in Year 9 is one of the youngest soloists to have played with the Southern Sinfonia.  Modi 
joined the orchestra for the first item in the ñTriple Birthday Extravaganzaò concert, playing Chopinôs 
Variations on ñLa ci darem la manoò, based on the well-known duet from Mozartôs opera Don 
Giovanni. 
 
Modi was born in China and moved to Dunedin with her family ten years ago.  She is taught by Tom 
McGrath of the University of Otago Music Department, and has previously played works by Scarlatti, 
Chopin, Liszt and Glinka as a guest performer in various concerts in the Town Hall. 
 
Modiôs performance received an excellent review in the ODT from Marian Poole who wrote that it was 
the highlight of the evening. 
 
At the upcoming Chamber Music Competition for secondary schools Modi will be performing as part of 
a trio with fellow Columba student, violinist Annabel Drummond, and cellist Hannah Kim.  Annabel was 
also on the Town Hall stage with Modi last Saturday night, playing as a member of the Southern 
Sinfonia, her second concert with the orchestra ï a notable achievement for a Year 11 student. 
 
 

Debating Success 
 
The Russell McVeagh Debating Tournament for Otago and 
Southland teams was held in Dunedin last weekend. 
 
After being one of only two teams with three wins in the 
preliminary round, our team of Ava Atkinson-Barclay, 
Penelope Couper and Gabrielle Mogil was unfortunately 
knocked out in the semi-finals. 
 
At the Prize-Giving Gabrielle Mogil was awarded a 
Certificate of Communication for her performance as a Year 
12 student. 
 
Ava Atkinson-Barclay, Year 13 was selected as a member of 
the Otago/Southland Regional Team to compete in the 
Russell McVeagh Finals to be held in Wellington in August.  
Congratulations, Ava! 
 
 Ava Atkinson-Barclay 
 



 

 
New Zealand 
Post Childrenôs 
Book Awards 
(Childrenôs 
Choice Award 
Voting Card 
Prize) 
 
Hannah Cowie in Year 11 
cast the lucky winning vote 
in the national Childrenôs 
Choice Award Voting Card 
Prize Draw.  

Miss Wilson presenting Hannah Cowie with her book prize 
 
Hannah has won $1,000 of Booksellers Tokens for our school library, and for herself a copy of the 
winning book in the Young Adult Fiction category, The Crossing: Blood of the Lamb by Mandy Hager. 
 
The College expresses its warm thanks and appreciation to Hannah for this wonderful boost to our 
library stock. 
 
 

  

2011 Enrolments 
 

Applications for 2011 places close on Thursday, 12th August. 
 

Open Day is on Thursday, 22nd July. 
 

The Years 7 and 9 Academic Scholarship Examinations will be held at the College on Friday, 
30th July. 
 

2011 Year 7 24 places maximum available. 
 

2011 Year 9 31 places maximum available. 
 
A certain number of places will be available at other Year levels (Years 8, 10, 11, 12 and 13) and 
also in the Junior School where the majority of places will be available at New Entrantsô level. 
 

Our Country visits start after Queenôs Birthday Weekend with the following dates now finalised: 
 

Mossburn  Monday, 14th June 4.00 p.m. Mossburn Community Centre 
 

Wanaka  Tuesday, 15th June 4.00 p.m. Lake Wanaka Centre, Armstrong Room 
 

Gore  Thursday, 17th June 4.00 p.m. Croydon Lodge 
 

Ranfurly/ Alexandra/Omakau 
 Sunday, 20th June 3.00 p.m. Cambrian Station, R.D. 2, Omakau 
 

Kurow  Monday, 21st June 4.00 p.m. Westmere, 6 KRD, Oamaru (Rapid 5449) 
 

Balclutha  Tuesday, 22nd June 4.00 p.m. Rosebank Lodge 
 

Queenstown  Wednesday, 23rd June 4.00 p.m. St. Margaretôs Community Church at 
   Frankton, cnr. Ross and McBride Streets 
 

Prospective parents  Please inform any interested, prospective parents known to you about 
these key dates and the opportunities to attend Open Day and/or a country visit.  We are also 
very happy for prospective parents to make an appointment for an interview and tour of the 
College. 
 

 



 

Stage Challenge 
 

After months of preparation the day to take the 
stage of the Regent Theatre was finally upon 
us. Nerves and stress levels were high at the 
thought of performing in front of thousands of 
peers, friends and family members. Stress 
levels, however, were quickly relieved at the 
sight of over a hundred Columba girls excited 
to put all their hard work into action, performing 
a modern day version of ñLittle Red Riding 
Hoodò. As Little Red Riding Hood leaves home 
she is warned not to stray from the path, but 
along the way meets the wolf, who introduces 
her to a world of peer pressure, crime and 
drugs. The days leading up to the performance 
induced very high stress levels amongst the 
girls, but after the best performance of ñLittle 
Red Riding Hoodò that weôd ever put on, we 
managed to come away with seven Awards for 
Excellence for: 
 
Drama 
Environmental/Social Awareness 
Performance Skill 
Set, Design and Function 
Soundtrack 
Stage Crew 
Visual Enhancement 
 
This won us a very well-deserved 2nd Place, 
which was a great acknowledgement to 
everyone who was involved, and of all their 
hard work and dedication. We would like to 
thank Miss Wilson, Mrs Hancock, Ms Andrew, 
Mrs Hill, Helen Newton, Elena Barclay, Jude 
Alloo, Kelsey Davis, Hazel McCulloch, Helen 
Kent, Rachel Buckingham, Alister Noone, Alan 
Richardson, Mr Corry and Mr McLachlan for 
their invaluable contributions to the 
performance. We would especially like to thank 
all the girls involved who tolerated long 
practices and were consistently enthusiastic 
about the experience, making it a pleasure for 
the Year 13 girls to organise our entry. 

Cast and Crew: 
Samantha Allen, Jasmin Alloo, Jessica Alsop, 
Melissa-Jane Austen, Ella Barclay, Holly 
Barclay, Lauren Barker, Tara Bennett, Michelle 
Bridson, Marcail Brosnan, Libby Brown, 
Christina Bruce, Ailsa Carroll, Tilly Carroll, 
Grace Cassie, Fenella Christensen, Sandy 
Chu, Sara Colombo, Jessica Coombes, 
Georgia Cotton, Alexandra Coughlin, Caroline 
Crowley, Jessie de la Roche, Farren Dick, 
Olive Dippie, Olivia Dodds, Ban Dohan, Caitlin 
Doran-Taylor, Gemma Duckett, Emma 
Eckhoff, Shannon Edgar, Sophie Ehlers, 
Jessica Elsom, Lauren Elsom, Kate Fowler, 
Paige Gale, Kacee Grant, Ella Haig, Emily 
Huddleston, Julia Hunt, Bella Hurley-Skegg, 
Julia Isoyama, Samantha Johnston, Simran 
Kaur, Ashleigh Keen, Olivia Kennedy, Helen 
Kent, Shirley Kim, Gemma Laws, Youri Lee, 
Kiri Lenagh-Glue, Zoe Lenagh-Glue, Erica 
Lovelock, Ella MacDiarmid, Hannah 
MacDiarmid, Alison Mackie, Tessa Maclean, 
Gabrielle Magnuson, Nicole Maley, Georgia 
Manera, Kate Manera, Nicole Martyn, Hazel 
McCulloch, Emily McKay, Alexandra 
McKenzie, Paige Morton, Laura Nailard, Laura 
Napper, Ashleigh Neill, Lucy Newton, Jennifer 
Noone, Anna Oliver, Eva Ovens, Greer 
Parslow-Boyd, Natalie Patterson, Jessica 
Perry, Sophie Ray, Harriet Richardson, Kelsey 
Shaw, Elysia Shettler, Maddison Skeggs, 
Biddy Skerten, Kenzie Smith, Catherine 
Steiner, Victoria Steiner, Sarah Storm, Vienna 
Sutherland, Abigail Tillotson, Milly Townsend, 
Mikaela Tyrrell, Isabelle van der Zande, Cindy 
van Leeuwen, Elizabeth Wallace-Gibbs, 
Annabel Wennekes, Penny Wennekes, Katie 
Whitefield, Alice Williams, Kirsten Williams, 
Emma Winders and Jamie Wood. 
 
Jasmin Alloo, Lucy Newton, Greer Parslow-
Boyd and Harriet Richardson  
Stage Challenge Leaders 

 

 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

Youth to Everest 2010 
 

 
Lucy Newton, Year 13 

 
Speech in assembly by Lucy Newton 
 
If this time last year someone was to tell me 
that in a yearôs time I would be leaving my 
friends and family for 16 days to go trekking 
half way across the world, then I would have 
told them they were crazy but as some of you 
may have heard, I was lucky enough to be part 
of the Youth to Everest 2010 trip to Nepal. It all 
started when I arrived at Auckland airport on 
Friday, 2nd April. There I met the people whom 
I would be with for the next 16 days including 
our leader, nurse and the other students.  I 
was surprised at how quickly we all got along 
and although I was nervous at the start I could 
tell straightaway that we were going to have a 
great time. After playing numerous games of 
cards and looking around duty free for a while, 
we boarded the 11 hour flight for Singapore. 
After watching a number of movies we arrived 
at Singapore airport where we went crazy in 
duty free with all the cheap kinder chocolate 
and Haribo lollies. We then boarded our next 
flight and 4 hours later we were in Kathmandu. 
The ride from the airport to our hotel gave us 
an instant culture shock. Itôs definitely different 
seeing policemen with big guns in the streets 
and weed growing everywhere. It was also 
interesting having no traffic lights which 
resulted in cars constantly tooting their horns 
to warn the other cars they were near. There is 
not a second that you donôt hear a car tooting. 
 

We stayed in Kathmandu for three days and 
during that time we visited many cultural 
places including a public cremation area and 
the Bouhana nunnery.  There are a few things 
we took advantage of while we were staying in 
Kathmandu. They were the showers, and flush, 
sitting toilets, because for the next ten days, 
we would not have either. It would be baby 
wipes and squatting toilets. When we were at 
the airport about to leave for the mountains, we 
got our first taste of what the toilets were going 
to be like, and I thought I was going to have to 
hold on until we got back, the smell was 
horrible and the idea of it was not for me. Our 
time in Kathmandu flew by and it soon came 
time to fly into Lukla in the Himalayan 
mountain range. We flew on a 12 seater plane 
which was something I wasn't used to, and my 
not being a big fan of flying didn't help. The 
landing strip was very different. An average 
landing strip is about 3 kilometres but this one 
was only 450 metres and because of this, it 
sloped upward to allow the plane to slow down. 
This airport in Lukla was set up by Sir Edmund 
Hillary and Tenzing Norgay and was sadly the 
airport where Edôs wife and daughter died. 
 
Straightaway we met our Sherpas and porters 
who would be with us for the whole trip. They 
would guide us through the mountains and 
were kind enough to carry our bags, which 
weighed about 15 kgs each and they were 
carrying up to three each day. They were such 
lovely people and definitely made the trip. 
 
After meeting our Sherpas we were suddenly 
greeted with scrambled eggs and lemon tea 
which we all quickly became obsessed with. 
The food was interesting and letôs just say that 
it didn't seem to agree with all of us and 
became a bit potent on the tummy. We got lots 
of rice and Dahl but we were also very 
fortunate that the resorts we stayed at made us 
lots of western food like fish and chips, pizzas, 
roast chicken, pancakes and so much more. 
 
We then took a short walk to the Ghaat village. 
Here we did our reforestation activity which 
may sound boring but turned out to be quite 
fun. That day we all thought we got a pretty 
impressive tan, but soon found out it was just 
the dirt. We also spent time at the primary 
school in the village. The children performed 
for us and then we taught them things like the 
chicken dance and the Macarena which they 
loved! We also gave them little toys like finger 
puppets, stickers, and kites, etc., which they 
went nuts over. 

 



 

We then rested for the day as we needed to 
prepare ourselves for the biggest walk of the 
trip, Ghaat to Namche. This was a stunning 
walk through the valley and up the Namche hill 
to the Sherpa capital which was at 3,440 
metres. Namche was my favourite place we 
stayed at during my trip. The resort we stayed 
at was directly situated in the middle of the 
markets which meant lots of cheap shopping! It 
was also the place where we got our first view 
of Mt Everest and the best views of some of 
the other Himalayan mountains. And it was 
also amazing because of its little French 
bakery that had the best pastries. The next day 
we worked our way to the village Kanjuma. 
Along the way we visited the hospital 
established by Sir Edmund Hillary in the 60's 
which was definitely very different from ours. 
We then visited the Khumjung School which 
Hillary had also set up. This was where his 
statue is and we were all lucky enough to place 
a blessing scarf around it. This is where a 
number of people became very emotional as a 
lot of them had been lucky enough to know him 
while he was alive. We reached our destination 
of this leg of the trip and stayed in a little resort 
that served the best apple pie and custard that 
I have ever tasted! It was quite amazing the 
next day having our breakfast outside.  Itôs not 
every day that you get to sit down in the middle 
of the Himalayas, eating your breakfast while 
gazing at some of the most spectacular views 
in the world, is it? 
 
The next day we were lucky enough to visit the 
llama geisha, who to the Sherpa people was 
considered a reincarnated god and anyone 
who wishes to climb Mt Everest must receive a 
blessing from him. We were all lucky enough to 
get one of these blessings. It was also this day 
which we reached our high point for the trip, 
4,200 metres. We took time to reflect on what 
we had done and it was then time to start 
heading back down. That night we stayed in a 
lodge which to all our surprise had showers! 

Although it cost us 300 rupees, which is about 
7 dollars, and although it went cold halfway 
through, it was definitely worth it! After a fun 
and interesting night of 'Everest idol' the next 
morning we woke up to snow and I was 
amazed at how many people had never seen 
snow before! Being from Auckland! 
 
That day as we started heading back down the 
mountain ranges, we started getting further 
and further away from Everest until we no 
longer got the magnificent view. As the days 
went on we kept revisiting the places we had 
stayed in on the way up, and it wasn't long until 
we would be back home and it soon became 
time to hop back on the tiny plane but only this 
time, the flight was 10 times worse ï Iôve never 
been on such a rough flight in my life. We 
arrived back in Kathmandu and that night we 
headed out to dinner for our last night in Nepal. 
 
It was soon time to board the plane, and say 
goodbye to Kathmandu which was when we all 
became very emotional about having to leave 
one another.  Nepal is such an amazing 
country. The people are happy even though 
they have so little and I definitely see myself 
going back there. This was a trip of a life-time 
and I know you hear it all the time but if you 
have the opportunity to do anything like this or 
go on an exchange, take it! You will not regret 
it. 
 
John Gully who is the Managing Director of 
Everest Treks wrote the following in his 
letter to the College: ñI was impressed by 
the maturity shown by Lucy and the way 
she embraced the Sherpa culture, and 
participated in a replanting project located 
in a remote village.ò 
 
For more information about Everest Treks, 
check out the website: 
www.everesttreks.co.nz  

 
 
 

 

Antique sofa or chaise  
 

needed for òThe Sound of Music ó 
 

Ms Teresa Andrew who is in charge of props 

for our 2010 school musical is looking for an 

antique sofa or chaise.  If you are able to help, 

please contact the School Office or M s 

Andrew direct.  
 

 
 

http://www.everesttreks.co.nz/


 

National Chinese Speech 
Competition 
 

Sarah Agyeman, Year 12  and Alexandra 
Jones, Year 10 competed in the National 
Chinese Speech Competition in Wellington on 
Saturday, 29th May and are to be 
congratulated on their excellent results. 
 

Senior Competition 
3rd Sarah Agyeman 
Junior Competition 
3rd Alexandra Jones 
 

New Zealand Secondary 
Schoolsô Symphony Orchestra 
 

Maple Goh, Natasha Kumar and Jacinda Kumar 
(Columba College) were three of the four 
students from Dunedin who played in the 
NZSSS0 (New Zealand Secondary Schoolsô 
Symphony Orchestra) in the recent April 
holidays.  Rosalind Manowitz (Logan Park High 
School) was the other Dunedin participant.  
 

The repertoire included "Carnival Overture" by 
Dvorak, "Brandenburg Concerto No 5" by Bach, 
"Dance Suite" by Rachmaninov and a symphony 
by New Zealand composer, Anthony Ritchie. 

Rotary Speech Contest 
 

Sandy Chu, Year 13 who qualified for the 
District Finals held in Timaru gained a 
meritorious 2nd Place with her speech on 
ñCensorshipò. 
 

CPR Certificates 
 

The following girls in Year 11 have earned their 
CPR Certificates: 
 

Jessica Alsop 
Ruby Beck 
Marcail Brosnan 
Holly Cadzow 
Yuhui Chen 
Alexandra Coombes 
Gabrielle Crawford 
Jacinta Dunn 
Emma Griffin 
Tineke Jannink 
Emma Liyanarachchi 
Tessa Maclean 
Charlotte McAdams 
Alexandra McKenzie 
Grace Oh 
Jayashanthi Ramarao 
Sarah Storm 
Passaporn Worawiwat 
Annabel Wennekes 
Qiong (Kistina) Wu

French Exchange Students  
 

Year 12 Columba Host Partner 
Rachel Migeon Jessica Barton 
Sophie Wohlgemuth Joanna Brook 
Lucile Peyrou Helen Kent 
Alice Heraud Melanie Redding 
Romane Lambert Samantha Steel 
Justine Longlade Annie Welvaert 
Hélène Boivin  Hoyoun Lee 

Year 11 Columba Host Partner 
Maion Guiraud Kimberley Martyn 
Carline Touche Sarah McDonald 
Carole Derennes Catherine OôDonnell Jackways 
Tamara Dietz Grace Swain 
Eleanor Baudinaud Jamie Boyce 
Claire Laye Tatiana Biggemann 
 

 

The thirteen French exchange students arrived in Dunedin on Saturday, 29th May and were greeted 
by their excited host partners and family members at Dunedin airport.  The welcome was warm but the 
wintry scenes outside must have been a shock to our visitors from the south of France. 
 

We are looking forward to having the girls at Columba until the 23rd July and hope they will enjoy the 
special educational and cultural programme arranged for them. 
 

Shortland Street 

on TV2 on 28th June 
 

If you are not a regular watcher of Shortland Street, then the two weeks beginning on the 28th June might be 
the time to turn the television to TV2. 
 

Mrs Natalie Ellis-Wilson, Speech and Drama tutor at Columba, is making a two-week guest appearance (ten 
episodes in all) as a character called Eileen Hatfield who is the next-door neighbour of one of the permanent 
doctors.  A total of 35 Dunedin area actors auditioned recently for potential parts in Shortland Street. 
 

Mrs Ellis-Wilson has said of the character she is playing: ñEileen has a hip problem and is trying to get her hip 
replaced a bit sooner than she is really entitled to.ò 
 
 
Mrs Ellis-Wilson says of the character she will be acting: ñEileen has a hip problem and is trying to get her hip 
replaced a bit sooner than she is really entitled to.ò 



 

 
 
 

The Green Island Competitions Society Vocal Competition 
2010 ï Trophy Winners from Columba College 
 
The results of Columba students in this yearôs Vocal Competition are noteworthy and we warmly 
congratulate the girls on their success. 
 
Laura Bridger Herbert Tray Sacred Song ï 14 and under 16 years 

 

Tessa Campbell Janine Crawford Cup Own Selection ï under 8 years 
 Ivy Anngow Cup Action Song in Character ï under 8 years 
 Christine Lobb Cup Action Song ï Not in Character ï under 8 years 
 

Bethan Dunstone-Leitch Velda Hodgson Cup Action Song ï Not in Character 
ï 8 and under 10 years 

 Joy Eggers Cup National Song ï under 10 years  
 Muriel Herbert Cup Sacred Song ï under 10 years  
 

Duet with Natalie Ellis Cup &   Vocal Duet in Character ï under 12 years  
Annabelle Payne Muriel White Cup 

 

Emma Findlater Morrison Memorial Cup Novice ï 14 and under 16 years 

 

Reva Grills Marj Mowat Trophy Own Selection ï 12 and under 14 years 
 Anngow Cup Sacred Song ï 12 and under 14 years 
 Glenys Fraser Cup Most points Sections 4, 24, 29, 33 ï 12 and 
  under 14 years  
 V.J. Crimp Trophy  Most Promising Singer 
 and $30.00 
 

Mackenna Roxborogh Green Island Competition NZ Composer ï 16 and under 18 years 
 Society Trophy 
 

Serena Waterworth Glenise Law Cup Own Selection ï 10 and under 12 years 
 John MacDonald Cup National Song ï 10 and under 12 years 
 Florence Griffen Cup Most points Sections 3, 23, 28, 32 ï 10 and  
  under 12 years 
 
 

 
ñBanquoôs Sonò by T.K. Roxborogh 
 
ñBanquo's Sonò has been shortlisted for the LIANZA book awards in the senior fiction category. 
 
LIANZA stands for Library and Information Association of New Zealand Aotearoa. 
 
Prerequisite to selection as a LIANZA Judge is being a Librarian, along with passion to promote 
children's experiences in the literary world; the Judges firmly believe reading and good books are 
the code to unlocking any child's hidden potential. The Awards including New Zealand's longest-
running book award, the LIANZA Esther Glen Award, are for excellence in literature, illustration, 
non-fiction and te reo Maori. 
 
The 2010 Award Ceremony will take place in Wellington on Monday, 16th August at Caffe 
L'affare, College Street.  The LIANZA Children's Book Awards 2010 are supported by 
Fishpond.co.nz and Caffe L'affare. 
 
We congratulate Mrs Roxborogh on this success. 

 



 

Fashion Show 
On Thursday, 20th May the Senior A Netball girls 
swapped their training night to model the latest 
fashion designs from a number of leading 
Dunedin retailers.  Netball shoes and bibs gave 
way to "killer" heels and high fashion.  Constance 
Hall was their "court" as they showed a capacity 
audience that they are not only the top 
performing school girlsô team in Otago but are 
also able to perform flawlessly on the runway.  
Children from the Junior School modelled boysô 
and girlsô clothing and a range of casual wear 
was shown by the male models.  Tamsin Cooper 
showed an interesting range of accessories. 
 

The girls were fundraising for the team to travel 
to Blenheim to compete in the annual South 
Island Secondary Schools' Tournament being 
held in late August. The team will compete in 
the A grade section for one of the top four spots 
in order to qualify for Nationals in New 
Plymouth.  Seventy-five South Island teams are 
competing for these placings. 
 

For some of the girls walking down the runway was 
more daunting than taking their positions on court.  
Coach Janine Southby was concerned that rolled 
ankles were going to be an issue with the height of 
some of the heels worn by the girls, but as on the 
court they showed that their body balance was 
impeccable. 
 

The mood of the evening was set by a selection 
of Jazz and Rumba played by the School Wind 
Symphonia.  The nibbles, raffles, silent auction, 
and spot prizes all contributed to an excellent 
fundraiser.  Over $9,000 was raised. 
 

To the models, fashion houses, parents, girls who 
helped serve the nibbles and sell raffles, the 
sponsors and to everyone who supported us, 
thank you very much.  The evening was a great 
success. 
 

Rhonda Skerten  
Manager 
Columba College Senior A Netball Team 

 
 Zoe Cadzow and Charlotte Milne; Sophie Napper and Oscar Sycamore; Nicole Samuel and Charlotte Milne 

 
Meg Sycamore and Laura Napper; Renaye Flockton; Clementine Trengrove



 

 
 

 
Biddy Skerten; Anita Thayer, Caroline Crowley, Gemma Cowie, Zoe Cadzow; Sophie Napper 

 
Deborah Lambie; Deborah Lambie, Biddy Skerten, Sophie Napper; Gemma Cowie 

 
Shoes; Caroline Crowley; Bracelets 

 



 

Year 13 Formal 
 
On the 22nd May the Otago Museum was 
transformed into an enchanted forest, adorned 
with fairy lights and the occasional fairy for the 
Year 13 Formal. 
 
After weeks of careful planning by the Formal 
Committee, everything finally came together 
and everyone really rose to the occasion. The 
decorations, however, were no match for the 
great variety of stunning attire worn by 
students and parents alike. We would like to 
thank everyone involved in the organisation of 
the Formal, without whom none of this would 
have been possible, especially the Otago 

Museum, Nichols Garden Centre, Kelk 
Photography, Hirepool and Bede Beaumont 
Caterers. We would also especially like to 
thank Mrs Hanna, Mrs Madigan and Mrs Irvine 
in the School Office for their support, and their 
ability to know exactly what we wanted, before 
we even had to ask. Finally to the parents and 
the Year 13 girls, we would like to thank you 
for your co-operation; the success of the night 
was a testament to you all. 
 
Jasmin Alloo, Nicole Martyn and Biddy 
Skerten  
Senior Formal Committee 

 

School Trip to Beijing 
27th March to 18th April 
 
Sixteen girls travelled to China on the 2010 
school trip.  They were:  Milly Peng and Jessica 
Perry, Year 13; Julia Hunt, Zoe Lenagh-Glue 
and Hazel McCulloch, Year 12; Alexandra 
Coombes, Tineke Jannink, Year 11; Tegan 
Anderson, Kate Fowler, Amanda Gatward-
Ferguson, Katherine Hume, Alexandra Jones, 
Ngawai Oliver, Charlotte Paddon, Elysia 
Shettler and Catherine Steiner, Year 10. 
 
We flew from Auckland to Beijing, spending 
nine nights in Chinaôs capital and enjoying a 
very full programme of sightseeing as well as 
the opportunity to meet Miss Dingôs parents and 
grandmother.  Highlights were visits to the 
Forbidden City, Tiananmen Square, Maoôs 
Mausoleum, the Temple of Heaven and its 
huge park, the Summer Palace, the Birdôs Nest, 
seeing pandas in the Beijing Zoo, a rickshaw 
ride around Hutongs and a Kung Fu show. 
 
From Beijing we travelled by overnight train to 
Xian ï a trip of around 10 hours.  This was a 
novel and exciting experience for us all!  The 
girls enjoyed seeing the Terracotta Warriors, 
biking 14 km around the City Wall of Xian (the 
best preserved City Wall in China) and seeing 
the noon display of the Music Fountain - the 
largest fountain performance in Asia.  We had 
tea in a traditional tea-house, visited the Old 
Mosque, the Xian Provincial Museum, climbed 
the Big Wild Goose Pagoda and enjoyed an 
excellent Tang Dynasty Dance and Music 
show with dinner in the theatre beforehand. 
 
In Shanghai we experienced wonderful hospitality 
from our sister school, Datong High School, and 
stayed in their boarding-house.  In addition to the 
programme of activities at Datong High School, 
we were taken to the beautiful Yu Yuan Gardens 
and the adjacent bazaar area, a wonderful 

acrobatic show, the Pudong Oriental Pearl TV 
Tower, the Jade Buddha Temple, the Shanghai 
Museum, were shown the site of the World Expo 
and enjoyed dinner by the Huangpu River 
followed by a cruise on the river in a private boat 
with a great view of the Bund, the riverside 
promenade, and city lights. 
 
From Shanghai we went on two day trips to 
Hangzhou and Suzhou.  Hangzhou highlights 
were a boat trip on the West Lake and visiting 
one of Chinaôs largest temples, the Lingyin Si 
Temple, approached through a valley with 
Buddhist sculptures carved into the rocks.  
Suzhou is famous for silk, its canals and 
classical Chinese gardens.  We toured the 
Humble Administratorôs Garden (Suzhouôs 
largest garden) and two silk factories during 
our day in the city. 
 
As can be seen from the outline of just some of 
the highlights, the students had a very full 
cultural and educationally enriching experience 
in China.  
 
Moving from place to place we saw many other 
great sights and each of us will have our own 
individual experiences and memories to 
savour.  It is commendable that the girls coped 
as well as they did with a full-on schedule and 
the challenges of a foreign country, huge cities, 
different food and crowds. 
 
Datong High School was again a very 
welcoming and hospitable host, and it was a 
very good experience for the girls to stay in a 
city boarding school.  We appreciated their 
generosity and the programme they had 
arranged for us. 
 
A successful and very interesting trip for us all. 
 
 



 

 

 
 First evening in Beijing with Miss Dingôs family Moat around the Forbidden City 

 
 Rock Garden inside the Forbidden City Seven Dragon Screen in Beihei Park 

 
 Rickshaw ride around Hutongs Inside a Hutong 

 
 The Birdôs Nest Inside the Birdôs Nest 



 

 
 
 

 
 Kindergarten children outside the ñEggò Temple of Heaven 

 
 Dancing in the park of the Temple of Heaven Sacred Spirit Walk at the Ming Tombs outside Beijing 

 
 Ancient Ming village 90km west of Beijing Biking on the city wall of Xian 

 
 Terracotta Warriors, Xian Tang Dynasty Music and Dance Show, Xian 

 
 
 


