
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
February 2010 ISSUE 1 

 
Dear Parents and Students, 
 

The 2010 school year has begun very well with the first two weeks of fine weather making a real 
difference as everyone settled back into school routines.  It is always a pleasure to welcome new 
students to the College, and to observe the enjoyment with which returning students greet one another 
after the long holidays. 
 
There has been an excellent intake of new students at all levels, and we are so fortunate to have a 
very full roll.  The roll currently stands at 610 (Years 0 to 13); there are 119 boarders, 72 girls in Year 
9, 84 girls in the Intermediate Department and 147 pupils in Years 0 to 6.  Our International roll has 
also been unaffected by the global economic downturn with 44 full fee-paying students to start the 
year. 
 

2010 Prefects  
 

 
 

Back row: Ava Atkinson-Barclay, President, School Council; Ashleigh Brenssell, Chapel Prefect; Gemma 
Cowie, Sports Prefect; Dalice Keogh, Deputy Chapel Prefect; Katie Whitefield, Prefect; Sophie Bang, 

Music Prefect; Leigh McKenzie, Deputy Environmental Prefect and Harriet Richardson, Prefect. 
Third row: Sarah Robertson, Head Librarian; Tilley Carroll, Peer Support Prefect; Aislinn Furlong, Cultural 
Prefect; Zoe Cadzow, Deputy Sports Prefect; Amanda Navaratne, Prefect; Anna Fielding, Deputy Cultural 

Prefect and Lydie Schmidt, Environmental Prefect. 
Second row: Biddy Skerten, Deputy Head Prefect; Nicole Martyn, Deputy Head Prefect; Jasmin Alloo, 

Head Prefect; Ashleigh Keen, Head of House; Samantha Allen, Deputy Head of House. 
Front row: Yin Lin, Deputy International  Prefect; Hiromi Okayama, International Prefect; Christina 

Johnston, Deputy Head Librarian and Sandy Chu, Deputy Music Prefect.



 

 

New Members of Staff 
 

We have welcomed eleven new members of staff this year which is rather more than usual as we have 
three teachers on maternity leave: Mrs Elaine Kelly(French teacher) for 2010, Mrs Anna Noble 
(German teacher) for Terms I and II 2010 and Mrs Charissa Nicol (Mathematics teacher) for 2010.  
Mrs Kelly had a daughter Ella, in January and she and Ella are doing well. 
 

Ms Ivy Ding and Ms Anna Togneri are permanent appointments.  Ms Togneri taught previously at 
Logan Park High School before her appointment to a full-time English position at the College following 
Mrs Wainwrightôs resignation during last year to move to Whangarei with her husband. 
 

Mrs Julie McMahon, Head of Computing/Technology, is on leave this year to complete further tertiary 
studies, but has been contracted to continue oversight of her Department.  Mr Steve Warburton, joint 
HOD Geography and Social Studies, is on extended sick leave with Mrs Alena Wafer and Mrs Susan 
Chrisp covering most of his classes, along with Mrs Lauren Piebenga, joint HOD.  
 

   
Mrs Christine Anderson 
BSc, MSc (Otago), DipGrad (Bible 
College of New Zealand), DipTchg, 
CertTESOL (Otago Polytechnic) 

Part-time Science/Technology/ICT. 

Dr Elizabeth Brooke-Carr 
PhD, MEd (with Distinction) 
endorsed in Counselling, BA, 
DipTchg 

School Counsellor. 
 

Ms Ivy Ding 
Bachelor of Business Studies 
(Massey), GradDipTchg 
(Secondary), DipTchg (Beijing 

Normal University) 
Full-time Languages (Chinese) and 
ICT. 

   
Mr Paul Faris 
MFA(Hons) (Massey), DipSecTchg, 
DipFA (Otago Polytechnic School 
of Fine Arts) 

Part-time Art. 

Mrs Sioned Harold 
BA (Hons) (University of Wales, 
Bangor), PostGradDip in Marketing 
(Chartered Institute of Marketing), 
PostGradCert in Education 
(University of Wales Institute, 
Cardiff) 

Full-time Languages (French) and 
Music. 

Mr Chris Hilder 
BA (Otago), BSc (Canterbury), 
DipSecTchg (University of Otago 
College of Education) 

Full-time Mathematics/Digital 
Technology. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mrs Lucia Rozenberg 
BFA (Academy of Fine Arts and 
Design, Bratislava), GradDipTchg 
Full-time Study Supervisor. 

Mrs Patricia Thwaites 
Trained Teachersô Certificate, Higher 
Diploma of Teaching (University of 
Otago) 

Part-time English (Year 10 class). 

Ms Anna Togneri 
BA, DipTchg 

Full-time English. 

 

  

 
 
 
 

 

 Ms Philippa Wilson 
BA, GradDipTchg (Secondary) 

Part-time German (Year 9 class). 

Mr Benjamin Wolpert 
PGDip Teaching and Learning 
(Secondary) (University of Canterbury 
College of Education), BSc (University 
of Hohenheim, Germany) 

Full-time Languages (German), Terms I 
and II. 

 

 
 

2009 NCEA Results (Provisional) 
 

We were very pleased with the girlsô results in NCEA last year. 
 

% of students achieving NCEA at Columba College 
 Level 1 (Year 11) Level 2 (Year 12) Level 3 (Year 13) 

 Columba National Columba National Columba National 

2005  97.7  57.0  94.0  61.6  95.2  51.6 

2006  95.5  59.3  96.4  63.3  94.3  51.6 

2007  92.4  62.7  97.2  66.0  97.1  54.5 

2008   98.5  63.7  97.1  67.2  89.4  54.8 

2009 Provisional  92.5  63.1  97.0  65.0  98.1  51.8 

 
 



 

 

2008 % of Overall Excellence and Merit Endorsements  
 Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 

% Columba National Columba National Columba National 
Merit  44.59  35.38  32.4  12.3  28.81  20.54 
Excellence  22.97  20.00  19.10  3.20  23.73  4.85 

 
2009 % of Overall Excellence and Merit Endorsements  

 Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 

% Columba National Columba National Columba National 
Merit  45.56  27.27  42.42  19.53  29.41  21.38 
Excellence  29.11  7.89  28.78  5.63  11.76  5.19 

 
2009 % of roll achieving NCEA 

 Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 

 Columba National Columba National Columba National 
NCEA Level 1 Literacy 
requirement 

 98.8  77.6 - - - - 

NCEA Level 1 Numeracy 
requirement 

 100  85.9 - - - - 

80 credits  92.5  63.1 97.0 65.0  98.1  51.8 
University Entrance  -  -   -  -  96.2  62.5 

 
Students achieving University Entrance 
 

 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 

Columba 93.5 95.7 94.1 93.9 96.2 
National 47.5 49.5 50.8 49.6 62.5 

 

Scholarship Results 
 

Seventeen Scholarship grades were gained in 2009 which is a very good result from a smaller Year 
13 group than usual ï 53 girls last year. 
 
Four Scholarships in both Biology and Statistics and Modelling and three in Technology (ICT) with one 
of them an Outstanding are particular highlights of last yearôs Scholarship achievements. 
 
Scholarship Grades 
 

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 

10 20 17 25 21 17 
 

We especially congratulate Amy Chu and Nicola Crawford on gaining three Scholarships each (this 
qualifies the girls for a Scholarship Award which is worth $2,000.00 per annum for three years at 
University).  Also warm congratulations to Jessica Napper on gaining two Scholarships with one being 
an Outstanding in Technology (ICT) ï an exceptional achievement. 
 

   
Amy Chu 

Chemistry, Mathematics with Calculus, 
and Statistics and Modelling 

Nicola Crawford 

Biology, Statistics and Modelling and 
Technology (ICT) 

Jessica Napper 

Painting and Technology (ICT) ï 
(Outstanding for ICT) 

    
Zoe Brook 

Statistics and Modelling 

Samantha Edgar 

Physical Education 

Elizabeth Fraser 

Technology (ICT) 

Rose Hyndman 

English 



 

 

 

     
Lucy Kent 

Biology 
Gemma Lindsay 

History 
Kate Manson 
Statistics and 

Modelling 

Alice Marsh 
Biology 

Georgina Martin 
Biology 

 

Subject Endorsement  
 

Subject endorsement is due for implementation in 2011 for NCEA Level  1. The current plan is to 
phase in Level 1 in 2011, Level 2 in 2012 and Level 3 in 2013. 
 
Under consideration is the intention that students will have a subject endorsed if they achieve 14 
credits at Excellence or Merit (endorsed Merit) or 14 credits at Excellence (endorsed Excellence). 
 
Subject endorsement will be a very positive move for the further improvement of NCEA, just as Overall 
Level Endorsement with Excellence or Merit has proved its worth both as a motivating factor and as a 
way of recognising higher levels of achievement. 
 

2009 Cambridge International Examination successes 
 

Chiao Lin, Year 11 2009 
A+ pass in IGCSE Mathematics 
 
Chiao was one of the top 24 students of 
Mathematics invited to participate in the 
Mathematical Olympiad training camp in 
Christchurch in January 2010.  Chiao has 
subsequently been selected for the NZIMO 
Training Squad of 13 from which six students 
will be chosen for the International Maths 
Olympiad in Kazakhstan in July. Chiao is the 
only girl among the 13. 
 

 
Chiao Lin 

 
Member of the 2010 New Zealand 

International Maths Olympiad Training 
Squad of 13 Students 

Grace Oh, Year 10 2009 
 

Top in New Zealand in IGCSE Global 
Perspectives 

(over 50 students need to be entered in NZ for 
this award to be given) 

 
Grace Oh 

 
 

 
Violinist Katie Taylor (15), of Invercargill, pianist 
Modi Deng (12), of Columba College, and cellist 

Georgia Thomson Laing (16), of Nelson, rehearse 
Glinkaôs Piano Trio during the Chamber Music 
Summer School at the University of Otagoôs 

Marama Hall.  
 



 

 

Cambridge IGCSE Global Perspectives   
 

All the girls in Year 10 Social Studies Set 1 who studied IGCSE Global Perspectives passed the 
examination. 
 
Grace Oh who gained the highest mark was followed by Jessica Alsop and Maple Goh who jointly 
gained the next highest mark in the class. 
 
We congratulate Mrs L. Piebenga who taught this pilot programme and all the girls in the class on their 
achievement: 
 

Jessica Alsop 
Chloe Anson 
Laura Barton 
Ruby Beck 
Holly Cadzow 
Alannah Corson-Keogh 
Samara Dalziel 
Annabel Drummond 

Jacinta Dunn 
Maple Goh 
Tineke Jannink 
Hoyoun Lee 
Emma Lloyd 
Kimberley Martyn 
Claire McCorkindale 
Catherine O'Donnell Jackways 

Grace Oh 
Albertine Ongley 
Emily Poon 
Tiffany Robinson 
Bridget Thayer 
Mackenzie Whitaker 

 
Cambridge AS Level English Language and Literature   
 

Congratulations to Sandy Chu who gained our top mark and to Ava Atkinson-Barclay and Aislinn 
Furlong who also gained marks in the 90ôs. 
 
Well done to all the following girls who passed the examination: 
 

Samantha Allen 
Jasmin Alloo 
Ava Atkinson-Barclay 
Sophie Bang 
Ashleigh Brenssell 
Zoe Cadzow 
Sandy Chu 
Anna Fielding 

Aislinn Furlong 
Ashleigh Keen 
Dalice Keogh 
Gemma Laws 
Yin Lin 
Hannah MacDiarmid 
Nicole Martyn 
Gabrielle McFarlane 

Amanda Navaratne 
Harriet Richardson 
Sarah Robertson 
Mackenna Roxborogh 
Lydie Schmidt 
Biddy Skerten 
Katie Whitefield 
Alice Williams

 

Tindall Foundation 
Scholarship 
 
In a newsletter last year it was mentioned that 
Jessica had been awarded an  
Emerging Leadersô Scholarship from the 
University of Canterbury.  In January  
this year Jessica received the news that she 
has also been awarded a Tindall 
Foundation Scholarship worth $5,000 
(awarded to a student studying an  
Engineering Discipline related to ICT). 
  

 
Jessica Napper 

2010 School-wide Goals 
 
These were decided upon following HOD and 
staff-meetings held towards the end of last 
year. 
 
ü Implementation of the New Zealand 

Curriculum Document 
ü Years 1 to 8 Standards *  
ü Preparation for the re-alignment of NCEA 

Standards 
ü KnowledgeNet (more information will be 

available soon for parents and students) 
ü Bicultural initiatives  
 
* Columba College will be meeting the Ministry 
of Educationôs requirements for 2010 with 
regard to the Standards.  Our Years 1 to 8 staff 
are already preparing themselves to implement 
them, and on the 25th February Mrs M. Hogg, 
Miss V. Eason, Mrs M. van Aart and Mrs W. 
Walker will be attending a full day workshop on 
the Standards.

 
 



 

 

House Captains and Deputies 
 

 
Back row: Jennifer Noone, Solway Deputy Captain; Alison Mackie, Iona Deputy Captain; 

Gemma Laws, Girton Deputy Captain. 
Front row: Gemma Duckett, Solway Captain; Alice Williams, Braemar Captain; Georgia 

Callander, Iona Captain and Emily McKay, Girton Captain. 
Absent: Alice Brown, Braemar Deputy Captain. 

 

Peer Support Leaders 
 

Tilley Carroll (Prefect), Lauren Barker, Alice Brown, Georgia Callander, Gemma Duckett, Emma 
Eckhoff, Gemma Laws, Anna Oliver, Greer Parslow-Boyd, Mackenna Roxborogh and Kirsten Williams 
are the Year 9 Peer Support Leaders this year. 
 

    
Tilley Carroll (Prefect) Lauren Barker Alice Brown Georgia Callander 

    
Gemma Duckett Emma Eckhoff Gemma Laws Anna Oliver 

   
Greer Parslow-Boyd Mackenna Roxborogh Kirsten Williams 

 

 

Payroll Giving ï a Helpful New Initiative 
 

A new voluntary scheme for making donations, called ópayroll givingô, became available from 7th 

January, 2010.  It allows people to make donations directly from their pay, and to receive their tax 
credit directly.  Proprietors and Boards of Trustees may wish to publicise this scheme to parents.  For 

details go to www.ird.govt.nz. 

 

http://www.ird.govt.nz/


 

 

 

Donation to NZ Red Cross to assist Red Cross Relief  
Efforts in Haiti 
 
Thank you to everyone who attended our Commencement Service at Knox Church in the first week of 
term and for the contributions to the voluntary retiring offering which came to $1,351.00. 
 
The Years 7 and 8 girls have got a fundraiser underway to raise more money to send to help relief 
efforts in Haiti.  They have decided to sell cupcakes at school this week during interval: Wednesday, 
24th February (Years 7 to 13) and Friday, 26th February (Junior School).  The cupcakes will be made 
by the Dunedin Cupcake Company but iced and decorated by the Years 7 and 8 girls.  This is a 
commendable initiative on their part, and we hope it will be well supported. 
 

  

From the Library:  
 

We have made a good start to the year and the library is being well used, 

especially during cooler lunch -times when it is an appealing place in which to 

read or study. Our junior classes are enjoying their weekly visits to the 

library, which for Miss Easonõs, Mrs Huttonõs and Ms Pearsonõs classes 

include a story session. It is encouraging to watch the younger children 

grow in confidence in their use of the library and learn to make independent reading 

choices. 
 

We have a strong team of student librarians, led this year by Sarah Robertson (Head) and 

Christina Johnston (Deputy). These girls make a huge contribution to the smooth running of 

the library: the senior girls take charge of the circulation desk during intervals and lunch -

times while the juniors undertake the shelving. We are looking forward to some fun times 

together as a team.  
 

New in the library:  

 

Senior fiction by Tracy Chevalier, Juliet Marillier, John Marsden, Garth Nix, Meg Rosoff, 

Ella West.  
 

Intermediate/Junior fic tion by Zizou Corder, Anthony Horowitz, Caroline Lawrence, Jeff 

Kinney and Michael Morpurgo.  
 

Thanks to Mrs Jennifer Anglin for some beautiful American picture books which are 

already being enjoyed by our junior classes.  
 

Note to parents and caregivers:  

 

I t was disappointing to find during the stock -take in December that a number of our newly -

purchased popular books were missing.  This can only mean that students have removed 

them without having them electronically issued. To replace them means a significan t slice 

out of this yearõs budget and restrictions on what the library can offer.  If you are aware 

of school books that have been in your home since last year, please return them to us ð no 

questions asked. 

 

H. Thew  

School Librarian  
 

 

 
 



 

 

  

School-based HPV Programme 2010  
 

All girls enrolled in Years 8 to 13 can participate in the Human Papillomavirus (HPV) vaccinations at 
school this year. The vaccine offers protection against the viruses which cause most cervical cancers. 
 

The series of three vaccinations is offered free of charge, and delivered by nurses from Public Health 
South. The vaccines are also available through your GP practice. 
 

School Years 9 and 10: 
Many of these students had the vaccinations at school last year. If your daughter did not receive the HPV 
vaccinations last year, she will be offered a consent form to take home. If you do not receive a form, please 
phone one of the numbers below. 
 

School Years 8, 11, 12, 13: 
Your daughter will receive a consent form to take home. Note that girls 16 years of age or older can self-
consent to the vaccinations. 
 

Please fill in the consent form and return it to school by the 1st March. It is important to do this 
even if you do not consent for your daughter to participate in the programme.  
 

For any further information please contact: 
Karen Nielsen Victoria Bryant 
HPV school-based co-ordinator  Public Health Nursing manager 
03) 476 9838 03) 476 9880/  0800 769 880 
 

For more information on HPV please see: www.moh.govt.nz  
 

HPV Vaccination Dates at Columba College: 
 

Tuesday, 9th March  
Thursday, 6th May  

Tuesday, 21st September  
 

 

 

Interactive Whiteboards (now 13 on campus) 
 

During the holidays 12 were installed (all Aktivboards) ï 7 in the Junior School and 5 in the Intermediate 
Department.  The 12 were purchased with the grant from the Community Trust of Otago to primary 
schools (Years 0 to 8) and the dollar match subsidy generously provided by the Parentsô Association. 
 
We also have a Smartboard in the Miller Lecture Theatre of Braemar. 
 
Sincere appreciation is recorded of the two parents who made possible the installation of the 12 
Interactive Whiteboards over the summer holidays at no cost to the College.  One of the parents also 
generously made possible the painting and making good of three of the Intermediate classrooms. 
   

 
Ellie Nesbit and Kate Tilson, Year 10 

lunching in the school grounds

http://www.moh.govt.nz/


 

 

Year 10 Camp to Doubtful Sound 
 
The Year 10 Camp was held this year in Week 2 of Term 1 and was a big success on all counts.  This 
is the fifth time we have held it at the Deep Cove Hostel in Doubtful Sound and we chose the February 
date over those offered in late May to benefit from the warmer weather and longer daylight and also to 
help the girls settle into Year 10 with this very positive start.  The one disadvantage of going to Deep 
Cove is that we can only take a maximum of 44 people at the one time so with 84 students in Year 10 
we had to divide them into two groups.  The first group left on Sunday, 7

th
 February and returned on 

Wednesday, 10
th
 February, crossing over with the second group who stayed from Wednesday until 

Saturday, 13
th
 February.  Ms Riethmaier, Mrs West and two parents who are very familiar with the 

area, Mr Evan Baddock and Mr Gordon McDonald, led both camps, helped by Mrs Ramsay and Sian 
Dennis (a GAP Tutor) for the first group and Magdalena Harless (a GAP Tutor) and Dr Wayne 
Cunningham and Mr Peter Sutherland for the second group.  Mr Mains spent Wednesday travelling to 
Manapouri and back with each group as they crossed over.  We are very grateful to the parents who 
gave up their time to help with the camps and are sorry that the restriction on numbers meant we were 
not able to take all those who volunteered their help.   
 
Activities included tramps to Helena Falls, along the Old Doubtful Track and an optional one for the fit 
and keen up the Hanging Valley Track, as well as night walks to see the glow-worms and listen for 
kiwi.  A Department of Conservation Officer ran a marine ecology programme.  The students also 
completed the Nature Walk to Brassell Point, had several opportunities to go fishing and had a cruise 
beyond the mouth of Doubtful Sound and into Crooked Arm, where both groups were fortunate 
enough to see dolphins.  The girls were also issued with art packs to record their impressions of the 
stunning scenery and we were very impressed with the effort each of them made to capture the 
pristine environment on paper. 
 
One of the highlights of the camp was the team-building programme offered by the Adventure 
Southland workers, Shannan and Amy, who joined us for one of the camps each.  It was a real 
pleasure to watch the girls working together so enthusiastically to help and encourage one another in 
the various problem-solving activities. 
 
Both groups were a delight to be with and we commend all who took part on the great attitude they 
showed to all aspects of the camp.   Mr Baddock is currently working on editing his extensive filming 
into a DVD for the girls to keep and we are hoping to have a première showing for girls and their 
families when it is ready.  More about that later!  Meanwhile, many thanks to all who participated in 
this yearôs Deep Cove Camps, which provide a very enriching and enjoyable experience for the Year 
10 students. 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 


